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Update from Averett's President

Dear Alumni and Friends,

| can’t tell you what a privilege and honor it is for me to be a part of the
Averett family. My husband, Joe, and | felt welcomed as soon as we stepped on
campus. Your hospitality is a testament to all that is wonderful about Averett,
and | look forward to meeting many of you in the coming year.

You may not realize it, but Averett is celebrating a significant birthday
this year. Our university is turning 150 years old! An institution does not
reach this milestone without doing a lot of things right. The rich history and
promise for the future are part of what attracted me to Averett. As you know,
Averett is served by a dedicated group of faculty and staff. The students and
alumni | meet tell me how the mentors and friends they found at Averett have ~ Dr- Tiffany McKillip Franks
influenced their lives. Averett is also a place of innovation and courage. It
has not only changed with the times but has led the way in areas such as adult education. It has stood
strong on its liberal arts foundation, aware of the fact that teaching students how to critically examine
issues and how to read and write well are the keys to success in every career field. These and many other
attributes drew me to Averett. This is where | have been called to serve.

| am very excited about our new initiatives in autism and athletic training which you will read about
in this issue. Both will address important needs in this region, and both build on Averett’s existing
strengths. I’'m also pleased to report the completion of several Main Campus facility upgrades. We
have added new energy-efficient windows in the residence halls, remodeled residence hall restrooms,
resurfaced our tennis courts and have completed a number of projects related to facility upkeep. As
president, | will continue to update you on new initiatives and campus improvements.

Of course, in addition to “What’s going on at Averett?”, the question we often get asked is “Where
does Averett go from here?” “What’s next?”” We all—alumni, faculty, staff, students and friends—have
hopes and dreams of what we believe Averett can become in the next 150 years. | am excited to lead
us in discovering and realizing our collective dreams. During this process, Averett will be guided by a
youthful spirit of adventure, creativity and flexibility. We will examine where we are and envision where
we want to be. This will be no time to lose the willingness to take risks. As always, we will do this while
remaining true to our core university values.

Of course, we can’t do this alone. You are as much a part of Averett as the students who study here
and the faculty and staff who work here every day. Help us tell the Averett story. Introduce students to
us who you think would benefit from what Averett has to offer. Wear your Averett shirts, pins and hats.
Support Averett financially. Volunteer with the Alumni Association. Attend university events, and cheer
for Cougar sports teams. Be proud of Averett, knowing that we are proud of you!

Thank you again for so warmly welcoming me to the Averett family. | look forward to seeing you soon.

Best Wishes,
e e T A ooz,
Tiffany Franks

President
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CAMPUS LIGHTS

Welcome to Averett today

The start of a new academic year is in many ways like New
Year’s Eve on a university campus. It’s a time for a fresh start.
. Rather than just being a transition to colder weather, | hope fall
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will bring you a spring-like spirit of renewal and excitement.

As this issue goes to press, we are welcoming more than
320 new students to our Danville Campus. It will be our
privilege to help guide these students as they explore and
discover the depth of their own potential.

We are also pleased to welcome Dr. Tiffany Franks as our
new president. President Franks’ warmth, sincerity, vision
and energy are inspiring. Under her guidance, Averett is
already beginning to greet the future with a youthful spirit of
adventure and courage.

It’s going to be a great year at Averett University. | hope
to see you on campus soon. As always, we welcome your
comments, suggestions and news.

A7 etz

Susan Huckstep, '89

Averett Welcomes Largest Freshman Class in

More than a Decade

Averett welcomed more than 320 new students this fall
—among them more than 246 freshmen, making this the largest
freshman class in more than a decade.

In addition to an increase of nearly three percent in new
student enrollment, the University experienced a record-breaking
year in applications—up six percent from 2007.

Seventeen international students representing seven countries
are part of this year’s new student population. This is three times
the number of international students who enrolled as freshmen in
2007. They are joined by new classmates from 13 states—from as
far away as California.
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FPower

of an Averett Education

Graduate Believes Averett was “Best Fit”

Tania Bethel White, ‘92, ‘94, MBA

When Tania Bethel White, ‘92, ‘94, MBA, was looking at colleges, Averett was one of three schools on her list.
Obviously, Averett won out over the other two because “a small school was the best fit for my personality.”

“All of my professors knew me by name, knew | was the girl from the Bahamas, and | was really impressed by
that,” White said. “The first time it snowed all of my professors let me out of class. Having
that personal attention really meant a lot. | feel that personal touch would have been lost at a larger institution.”

Since she graduated from Averett, White has worked her way up the corporate ladder from chief financial
officer with a big six accounting firm to the US Department of Commerce as deputy chief financial officer
of economic development. From the US Department of Commerce, White moved to the Minority Business
Development Agency where she is a financial manager and also covers duties as an acting administrative officer.

Often, her career advancement has come about as interest in her and the work she does, not because she was

job hunting.

“| feel like I've broken through the glass ceiling and really accomplished something,” White said of her career

SUCCEeSS.

Nancy “Karen” Kirkman Hanckel,
‘74, of Fayetteville, N.C., now has
three grandsons. Her husband, John
M. Hanckel, ‘75 is employed at Stock
Building Supply after retiring from VA
ABC with 30 years.

Roberta Thayer-Smith, ‘74, of Yorktown,
completed her Ed.D. in the Education,
Policy Planning and Leadership program
at the The College of William and Mary,
May 2007.

Martha A. Allgood Walker, ‘74, of
Ringgold, completed her Ph.D. at Old

Dominion University in December 2006.

Her dissertation topic was: “Workforce
Investment Act Services: Effect on
Dislocated Worker Reemployment.”

Dorothy “Dotsie” Putney Williams, ‘74,
of Midlothian, is retiring after 33 years
as a classroom teacher! She and her
husband, Gary, have three sons.

AUEI’Ett i'l.?d'l.]y

Candace “Candy” Long Cooper, ‘75, of
Providence, N.C., along with husband,
Gerald, have two “four-legged children,”
dogs, Luke and Callie. She has been
teaching developmental math at Danville
Community College for 15 years. She
was recently awarded the Outstanding
Adjunct Faculty Award.

Stephanie Davis Trent, ‘76, of Reidsville,
N.C., has a son, Matt, who is a student
at the University of Richmond, and a
pitcher on the “Spider” Baseball Team.
She and her husband, “Butch,” have
been married 31 years.

Lois Nedrow Jones, ‘78, of White Stone,
retired from Northumberland Elementary
(Pre-K teacher) in January 2007.

J. Scott Tune, ‘79, of Danville, has been
awarded the professional insurance
designation Chartered Property Casualty
Underwriter (CPCU) by the American
Institute for CPCU. Scott is celebrating
his 15th year anniversary with Erie
Insurance.

Fall 2008

‘80s

Steve E. Willis, ‘81, of Greensboro, N.C.,
recently completed a month as Scholar
in Residence at New York University
where he completed research on a new
play based on the life of actress Diana
Sands.

Mary Lammey McGregor, ‘82, of
Virginia Beach, and her husband,
Danny, have been married for 24 years.
Their daughter, Mary Gale McGregor,
‘06, is a Sheriff’s Deputy for the City of
Virginia Beach. Their son is majoring
in anthropology at Montana State
University.

Joel Butts, ‘83, of Nashville, Tenn., is

a technical publications manager for
Schneider Electric/Square D Lighting
Control Business. He and his wife, Linda,
have been married since 1991 and have
two children.
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Power

of an Averett Education

The Power of Success: Catherine Lassiter, ‘84

Catherine Lassiter, ‘84, who began attending Averett in her 30s, described
herself as “the dreaded older student who messes with the curve.” Now
she’s “messing up the curve again” as an elementary school principal.

Lassiter’s school, Forest Hills Elementary in Danville, received the 2008
Governor’s Award for Education Excellence, which is awarded to a school
that sustains a high level of excellence over a period of time. Students at
Forest Hills have scored well on their Standards of Learning (SOLs) Tests
for several years in a row.

Lassiter chose Averett for “its excellent reputation” and the fact
it was within driving distance of her home in Gretna. Once she received
her degree, she taught for nine years before she realized she wanted to
go into administration. She received a master’s degree in administration
from Virginia Tech as well as a certificate in advanced graduate studies in

curriculum and instruction.

As a principal, Lassiter still uses things she learned from her professors at Averett.

“The department of education not only gave me an academic base, the standard they gave me is one | use when
interviewing teachers. (Averett) was a wonderful, wonderful environment as far as education went. | can’t say
enough about how prepared | was before | was turned loose on the world.”

Cherie Stewart Harris Garland, ‘84, of

Danville, would like to hear what other
members of the Class of 1984 are doing
now.

Bernadette Mary Nolan, ‘85, of Mineral,
was named Spotsylvania County Middle
School Counselor of the Year 2006-2007
and Virginia School Counselor
Association — Middle School Counselor
of the Year 2007.

Reginald S. Daniels, ‘86, of Camp
Pendleton, Calif., has returned from
deployment in Irag. He spent one year
in Al Asad and has returned to the 9th
Communication Battalion 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton.

John Dell, ‘87, of Winston-Salem, N.C.,
won a third-place writing award in the
daily news category of the Golf Writers
Association of America Writing Contest.
John has been a sportswriter for 21 years
and is at the Winston-Salem Journal.
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Helen Bailey Pokrzywa, ‘89, of
Stokesdale, N.C., worked as the
coordinator for JobLink Career Center in
Rockingham County, N.C., from 1999

- July 2007. She is now the program
coordinator for community workforce
education at Rockingham Community
College. She is married to Edward
Pokrzywa.

‘90s

Cindy Vargo Siok, ‘90, of Kailua, Hawaii,
is a licensed realtor for REEMAX 808
Realty in Honolulu. She and husband,
Greg, have two children, Jared and Dylan.

Paulette D. Akers, ‘94, of Christiansburg,
earned an MBA from Liberty University
in 2006.

Maria Thompson Loos, ‘91, and
Karl Wesley Loos, ‘91, of Rustburg,
adopted Wesleigh Cam Loos from
Vietnam. Wesleigh received her

a veteran of WWII.

certificate of American Citizenship in
December 2007. Wesleigh celebrated
her citizenship with an American flag
given to her by her great-grandfather,

Wesleigh Cam Loos
from Vietnam

Fall 2008
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Rhonda L. Rigney, ‘94, ‘00, MBA, of
Chatham, married Richard A. Reavis
June 7, 2008. Rhonda is employed by the
Apollo Group at Averett.

Mohan Narasimhan, ‘95, of Boston,
Mass., sends regards to Averett alums.
He follows cricket and tennis closely and
is involved with the art of Tai Chi. He
recently traveled to San Francisco to visit
with relatives.

Melanie R. Thibodeaux Baiardo, ‘95,

and Tony Bairado, ‘92, of Raleigh, N.C.,
moved back east from Phoenix, AZ,

in June with their 1 year old daughter,
Ruthanne. Tony is currently working as

a Jets for Jobs pilot for Republic Airlines
but is expected to return to Mainline U.S.
Airways in April. Melanie is a certified
professional coder and medical biller at
Physician Billing Stations in Raleigh.

Cynthia Taft Dunaway Brittain, ‘96,
of Richmond, is the contract center
technical supervisor for the Virginia
Retirement System. She also assists
her husband, Gary, with his company,
Dominion Photography.

Kelly Cross, ‘98, of Providence Forge,
continues to work as an investigator for
the Criminal Investigations Unit of the
James City County Police Department.
She is currently assigned to the Property
Crimes Division. She was presented
with an award for Excellent Work
Performance last year. She solved a series
of break-ins, arrested three subjects

and obtained 41 warrants in relation to
the cases. She continues to teach at the
police academy and serves as a radKID
instructor.

Regina Edwards Skammer, ‘98, of
Richmond, and her husband, John,’98,
are still living right outside of Richmond
where John is a Student Minister at
Mount Vernon Baptist Church, www.
muvstudents.org. Regina stays home with
their sons, Jacob and Benjamin.

‘00s

Denise R. Adkins, ‘01, of Blacksburg,
accepted a tenure-track position teaching
psychology at Roanoke College.

AUEI’Ett i'l.?d'l.]_q

3

v
s \

M 1}1 ¥
Peter W. “Pete” Pettoni, ‘02,
of Buckingham

Peter W. “Pete” Pettoni, ‘02, of
Buckingham was deployed to Camp
Victory, Baghdad, Iraq September
2006 - March 2007 as a liaison officer
between the US ARMY Intelligence
and Security Command (INSCOM)
and the Multi-National Corps -

Iraq (MNC-I). He developed and
coordinated logistics and maintenance
support of intelligence systems and
facilities in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom (OIF) and Operation Enduring
Freedom (OEF). His duties took him to
bases throughout Iraq and Afghanistan.
He currently serves INSCOM as an
acquisition and contracts manager at
Ft Belvoir.

Chad Wright, ‘02, of Front Royal, and his
wife, Kerri, have started a photography
business, www.thewrightphotography.
com/intor.html. Chad and Kerri have three
children, Keagan, Asilinn and Caelan.

Meghan Beardsley ‘04, of Manassas, is
a language arts teacher for the Prince
William County Public Schools. She is
married to Michael Morse, ‘07.

Jackson W. Fowlkes, ‘04, of Danville, is
employed by Federal Express.

Crystal Stokes, ‘06, of Alexandria, is
the stage manager for the Shakespeare
Theatre Company in Washington, D.C.

Chris Manns, ‘07, of Spencer, spent
the summer of 2007 at the Black Hills
Playhouse in Custer, S.D. He is touring
with the Children’s Theatre of South
Dakota as an actor and director.
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Weddings

Judy Finch, ‘91,
and Allen “Pete” Jones,
August 2007

Rhonda Rigney, ‘94, ‘00,
and Richard A. Reavis,
June 7, 2008

Cynthia Taft Dunaway, ‘96,
and Gary Brittian,
September 23, 2007

Heather Buehrig, ‘03,
and Marc Aycock,
June 2, 2007

Jennifer Campbell, ‘03,
and David Boswell,
October 21, 2006

Matthew Gregory, ‘03,
and Mary Jo Jones,
October 20, 2007

Amanda “Mandy” James, ‘03,
and Robert “Danny” Bowles, ‘02,
July 9, 2005

Kristin Kelley Mooneyham,’03,
and Jason Nix
March 22, 2007

Clinton Lemasters, ‘06,
and Stephanie Harburg, ‘06,
August 26, 2006

Births

Mark Bowman, ‘92,

and Terri Ferris Bowman ‘94,
a son, Christopher Allen,
February 19, 2006

Amy Collins Licata, ‘93,
and Joseph H. Licata, ‘94,
a son, Adam Joseph,
October 23, 2006

Robyn Marshall Miller, ‘97,

a son, William Dylan,
November 12, 2007
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Because Little Cougars Make B / 6 Messes. . .

We ‘d love to see your baby decked out
in a new Averett Cougar bib.

Send us your birth announcements, and we'll send you a Cougar bib.

alumni@averett.edu or

Averett University
Attn: Alumni Office
420 West Main St.
Danville, VA 24541

Send us 3 picture of your little one wearing the new bib, and it
Justmay show up in the next issue of Averett Today.

Pictured: Sophia Maria Kotronis is the daughter of Tamara Ward Kotronis, ‘95,
‘98, MBA, and Stavros Kotronis. She is the granddaughter of Karen Ward,

administrative assistant to the president, and little sister to Zoe Kotronis.

Births continued

Jeanne Ellison LaRocco, ‘98,
and Jason LaRocco, ‘98,
a son, Rocson Betz

Carolyn Griffin Ferraro, ‘99,
and Michael P. Ferraro, ‘98,
a daughter, Ashlyn Ruth,
May 31, 2007

Katri Tynninen Pavord, BS, ‘99, MAT, ‘05,
and David Pavord, ‘99,

a daughter, Johanna Virginia,

June 6, 2007

Melinda East Brightwell, BBA, ‘01, MBA,
‘05, a daughter, Peyton Carys,
July 23, 2007

Kimberley Ellis Allen, ‘02,
and James “J.R.” Allen, 02,

a daughter, Danner Elizabeth
March 4, 2006

Amanda Woodward Barber, ‘03, and

Travis Barber, '03, a son, Keegan,
May 29, 2008
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Kelley Mooneyham Nix,’03,
and son William Garrett Nix

Kelley Mooneyham Nix,’03,
and Jason Nix

a son, William Garrett Nix
May 19, 2008

Meghan Beardsley, ‘04,
and Michael Morse, ‘07,

a son, Michael “Mikey” Jr.,
March 31, 2007

Shelton L. Ricks, ‘06,

a girl, Kennedy Alina,
November 1, 2006

Fall 2008

Memorium

Eva Myers Mylum Walton, ‘25,
of Ringgold,
October 3, 2007

Josephine Blair Reynolds, ‘31,
of Danville,
July 15, 2007

Eunice Lea Ferguson, ‘34,
of Danville,
November 20, 2007

Elva St. Clair Creedle Puryear, ‘34,
of Clarksville,
January 16, 2008

Catherine “Kitty” Wilson Moore, ‘35,
of Wilmington, N.C.,
July 7, 2007

Iva Shorter Eggleston Haraway, ‘36,

of Brevard, N.C,,
March 3, 2008
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Mona “Christine” Pauley Patterson, ‘36,
of Floyd,
May 18, 2007

Marion Williams Watson, 39,
of Dallas, Texas,
April 9, 2008

Edna Meador Altice, ‘40,
of Roanoke,
January 25, 2007

Mary Louise Morris Miller, ‘41,
of Portsmouth,
January 30, 2008

Mary Pryor Hill, ‘42,
of Burlington, N.C.,
August 8, 2007

Phyllis Sheeran Lyon, ‘42,
of Dunedin, Fla.

Willie Walker Holley, ‘43,
of Danville,
May 29, 2008

Isabelle Bransford Marshall Ksanda, ‘43,
of Monroe, N.C.,
September 15, 2007

Margaret Ann Breiby Reinauer, ‘43,
of Mahwah, N.J.,
January 2, 2007

Catherine Hobson Bates, ‘45,
of El Cajon, Calif.,
June 8, 2007

Margaret Nash Long, ‘45,
of Newport News,
October 3, 2007

Edith L. Hawkins Kraft, ‘46,
of Warren County, N.C.,
November 23, 2007

Dorothy Orene Braswell, ‘47,
of Danville,
July 20, 2007

Maynard Lee Inman, ‘47,
of Roanoke,
March 20, 2008

William P. Paschal, ‘47,

of Ruffin, N.C.,
March 2, 2008
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Doris Arrington Wilkinson, ‘47,
of Ringgold,
November 9, 2007

Billie Ault Kinder, ‘48,
of Stockton, Calif.,
August 4, 2006

Jean F. Johnson Diamont, ‘52,
of Los Altos, Calif.,
May 7, 2007

Betsy Garrett Myers, ‘53,
of Richmond,
March 19, 2008

Patricia J. Hartman Wubbenhorst, ‘54,
of Hillsborough, N.J.,
February 3, 2007

Ann K. Soloman Hays, ‘55,
of Inverness, Fla.,
July 12, 2007

Evelyn Stowe Amos, ‘56,
of Danville,
August 10, 2007

Freda Marlow Zollner, ‘60,
of Crestwood, Ky.,
February 27, 1960

Lynne Schaub Bowles, ‘61,
of Naples, Fla.,
September 16, 2007

Selma Greenspon Sax, ‘61,
of Atlanta, Ga.,
August 13, 2007

Texie Lee Shields Lester Herndon, ‘62,
of Danville,
September 8, 2007

Romine Rita Newsome, ‘62,
of Windsor,
January 28, 2008

Eva Maye Dillard Pendergraft, ‘62,
of Raleigh, N.C.,
June 25, 2007

Janet Yarbrough Lumpkin, ‘68,

of Danville,
February 25, 2008

Fall 2008

Mary Kathryn “Kathy” Hazelwood
Rorrer, ‘70,

of Eden, N.C.,

September 27, 2007

Sarah Eldred Terry, ‘71,
of Farmville,
December 1, 2007

Nina Jean Freeze, ‘74,
of Danville,
October 27, 2007

Drucilla Walden Nightingale Lewis, ‘74,
of Ahoskie, N.C.,
August 21, 2007

Robert “Bob” C. Laramore, ‘76, BS, ‘94
MBA,

of Fredericksburg,

April 4, 2008

Linda Christofano Brockley, ‘82,
of Cambridge, Md.,
September 21, 2007

Judy A. Spainhour Cooper, ‘84,
of Danville,
August 17, 2007

Susan Carter Cox, ‘84,
of Torrington, Conn.,
November 23, 2007

Elizabeth “Libby” DeMerritt Cobb, ‘85,
of Martinsville,
July 31, 2007

Roosevelt A. Williams, ‘85,
of Kernersville, N.C.,
November 7, 2007

Pauline Coll, retired faculty,
of Danville,
August 23, 2008

John Dever, retired faculty,
of Louisville, Ky.,
July 4, 2008

Jack Hammesfahr, retired faculty,
of Chesapeake,
February 19, 2008

Charles Postelle Jr., retired faculty,

of Fernandina Beach, Fla.
August 10, 2008
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Alumna Shares Notes from Visit with Beloved Professors
by Gonzalee Ford, ‘58

Editor’s Note: We are saddened to report that faculty emerita Pauline Coll passed away
Aug. 23, as this issue was going to press. This article remains as a tribute to Ms. Coll’s
Averett legacy.

Those of you who attended Averett between 1940 and 1970 will remember two
outstanding faculty members, Pauline Coll and Dr. Margaret Lanham. Ms. Coll
turned 94 in December 2007, and Dr. Lanham is just a year and a half behind.

When | was a student, Ms. Coll was the dean of students; and Dr. Lanham was
my English professor—the one who insisted we read Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales
in the original Olde English, which may as well have been Latin to most of us. I Ms. Pauline Coll
recently had the opportunity to visit these ladies in their Danville home. | learned a
few things about this feisty pair you didn’t already know.

Ms. Coll was born in Oklahoma in 1913. Her father was a lawyer who had met
her mother at Valparaiso University in Indiana. Thanks in part to the influence of an
inspirational high school French teacher, she graduated from Oklahoma College for
Women in 1934 with a major in French and a minor in Spanish. She went on to earn
a master’s degree in French from the University of Oklahoma and began her career
as a high school French and Spanish teacher.

Dr. Lanham was born in 1915 in Spartanburg, S.C. Her father was a lawyer and
her mother was a graduate of Bryn Mawr. Dr. Lanham graduated third in a high
school class of 200. She earned a bachelor’s degree in English and French from
Converse College and her master’s and Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University. Her first
teaching job was at a country high school—*“teaching things I didn’t even know.”

Ms. Coll and Dr. Lanham met at Averett and began what would be a long friendship. Dr. Lanham
was hired in 1943 and Ms. Coll arrived in 1946. They both laugh as they recall a starting salary of around
$1,000 a year plus a room at a local boarding house.

They both retired from Averett in 1978. Dr. Lanham returned to Averett to earn a bachelor’s degree in
religion but “being a student with my students” did not appeal to Ms. Coll.

They both told me that if they had their lives to live over again they would teach at Averett—"at
least the Averett we knew then.” They both loved teaching and learning—especially learning from their
students. And speaking as one of their students, | loved learning from them.

Dr. Margaret Lanam

Liberty Groupr SavinG PLus’

Mutuéf i The auto and home insurance advantage

As an Averett alum, you qualify for a special group discount on your auto, home, and renters insurance through Group Savings Plus®
from Liberty Mutual. With Group Savings Plus, you'll enjoy:

- Convenient payment options, including automatic checking account deductions
- Fast, easy round-the-clock claims service

- Avariety of discounts including multi-car, multi-policy, safe-driver, passive restraints and anti-theft device discounts
See for yourself how much you could save with Liberty Mutual compared to your current insurance provider.

For a free no-obligation rate quote, please call 1-800-835-0894 and identify yourself as an Averett alum, group #113114.
Or visit www.libertymutual.com/Im/averett.

Group discounts, other discounts, and credits are available where state laws and regulations allow, and may vary by state. Certain discounts apply to specific coverages only. To the extent permitted by law, applicants
are individually underwritten; not all applicants may qualify.

Coverage provided and underwritten by Liberty Mutual Insurance Company and its affiliates, 175 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA.
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verett will celebrate its 150th birthday
uring the 2008-2009 academic year.

It's a celebration of everyone and
everything that has made Averett
the great university it is today.
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Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Averett
Alumni Association at Homecoming, Oct. 24-26

Meet our new president, Dr. Tiffany Franks.

Cheer on the Cougar football team against rival Greensboro College.
Activities are planned for the entire family.

Register online: http://alumni.averett.edu/homecoming08
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